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You may have heard 
that luxury expedition 
cruising is the next 
“thing”, but what the 
heck is it?  That is not 
a simple answer 
because there are so 
many different types 
of expedition cruises.  
And the type of ship 
varies from the old 
rugged and 
uncomfortable ships 
to some of the most 
modern luxurious 
ones, but with 
different features. 

I have experienced numerous expeditions to Antarctica, the High Arctic, the 

Galapagos, the Amazon, and more. (South Georgia Island is a “must” for your 

Bucket List!)  So, let’s take a look at some of your most relevant options!

Scenic Eclipse is a 228 guest luxury expedition ship complete with a helicopter, 

submarine, and nine truly creative dining venues taking you to Antarctica, the High 

Arctic, or, during the summer, the Mediterranean Sea – when you aren’t flying 

above or below it!  

PPoonnaanntt’’ss luxury 270 guest icebreaker expedition ship, Le Commandant Charcot, 

literally takes you not up to the ice, but through it…right up to polar bears.  An 

Alain Ducasse restaurant is only one example of this quintessentially 

French/International experience.

GOLDRINGTRAVEL.COM

QQuuaarrkk  EExxppeeddiittiioonnss’’  new 200-guest Ultramarine provides a less formal, more 

active, but still upscale experience with its helicopter offering heli-hiking, as 

well as an intensive kayaking program, allowing you to truly “get out there” 

Silversea offers the Silver Endeavour luxury expedition ship (200 guests) 

and has modified its two smallest classic cruise ships (296 guests) providing 

both true expedition and a more traditional cruise with butler service, after-

dinner shows, etc., with a softer expedition experience. Its 100 guest Silver 

Origin, a Galapagos purpose-built luxury expedition ship, and its sistership, 

Celebrity Flora, offer style and comfort in this unique destination.   

The 199-passenger Ocean Endeavor is a fantastic choice for the more active 

guest wanting a rugged “old school” icebreaker, at a lower price point. 

Modified to have some luxury comforts, its optional integrated and 

intensive photography and kayaking programs are highlights. 

Just because a ship can get you there, you need a team of professionals that 

can assure you a fantastic and safe experience after you arrive!  Just as with 

the expedition team, you must use a travel advisor that has experienced the 

ships and areas you are interested in. There is only so much one can learn 

from a computer screen. Goldring Travel has the expertise you need!

Let The Expedition Begin!

ADVERTISEMENT
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New Year,
New Beginnings

“Truckee has 

always held a 

special place in 

my life.”

By the time this magazine 
hits newstands and 
mailboxes in Truckee I will 
have been in my position 
as the President & CEO of 
the Truckee Chamber of 
Commerce for 3 months. 
The decision to take 
over this position and 

make Truckee my home was a pretty easy 
one. Truckee has always held a special place 
in my life and when the opportunity arose to 
take over the Chamber, I jumped at it. I have 
enjoyed getting to know my new community 
as a full-time resident, meeting new people, 
and learning the acronyms - ABC’s of Truckee 
organizations. As Truckee moves through our 
famous winter season I am learning what it 
truly means to live in the mountains! 

Cozy Huts for Backcountry Adventure
If you are looking to escape the winter crowds 
this season, check out all of the backcountry 
huts around the Truckee area. Get there on 
your skis or snowshoes for a truly unique 
experience. While most are going to be 
booked for this season, check out pages 9-11 
to plan next year’s backcountry adventure! 

The Best Way to Après Ski 
Everyone loves a good ski and snowboard day 
on the mountain but just as popular are that 
after ski drinks with good friends. Whether you 
are looking for a place to relax with a glass 
of wine, new age cocktails or a good spot for 
the whole family Truckee has an après place 
for you! Explore some of our favorite places to 
warm up with a tasty beverage on pages 12-15.

How to Thrive in the Middle of Winter 
As a new person to a snowy winter I have 
a LOT of questions about how to not just 
survive, but thrive, during the cold snowy 
months. Check out all of the tips and tricks 
including how to stay safe this winter and 
where to turn for information we gathered on 
pages 28-29. 

How Local Ski Resorts Give Back 
In addition to being one of our main economic 
drivers, and favorite Truckee past times, our 
local ski resorts are dedicated to giving back 
to our community. From climate pledges, 
forest clean up to donating to local nonprofits, 
our ski resorts are an important backbone 
in our community. Learn about some of the 
unique ways they are giving back on pages 
18-19. 

As we settle in for what will, hopefully, be a 
very snowy winter the Truckee Chamber is 
excited to be moving into a new year and a 
new season. We are moving forward with a 
new strategic direction that will allow us to 
show up for our community in new ways. Keep 
an eye on Truckee.com for all of our updates 
and to learn how you can be involved!

Jessica Penman
PRESIDENT AND CEO
TRUCKEE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EDITOR, TRUCKEE.COM AN INSIDER’S GUIDE
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50% OFF Lodging

Doggie Daycare Indoor & Outdoor Play Yards
Personalized Attention & Care
Premier Overnight Accommodations

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW CLIENTS!

©2022 Truckee-Tahoe Pet Lodge Mention Code: TU23W to 
receive this discount. Limit one per customer. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.  Exp. 3/31/23 

Looking to 
get more 
exposure 
for your 
business? 
Advertise in Truckee.com
An Insider’s Guide!
For more information about rates 
please call Kathy Hess-Slocum at 
775-846-5656 or email 
kathy@justimaginemktg.com. 

Law Office of Troy M. Ortiz

40165 Truckee Airport Rd.
Suite 301-A

Truckee, CA 96161

info@troyortizlaw.com
(530) 303-7311

The Law Office of Troy M. Ortiz 
is a Truckee California-based 
boutique law firm representing 
clients throughout California 
specializing in all business and 
real estate matters.

Take Control of
Your Business
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What’s happening...
WINTER EVENTS FROM JANUARY THRU EARLY APRIL

A community forum to 
provide timely, relevant 
information on a variety 
of topics and create a 
networking opportunity.
 
3rd Tuesday of every month  |  7:00–8:30am
Truckee Town Hall  |  10183 Truckee Airport Road
 

Truckee.com for more information.

Scan to see all the events 
going on this winter!

MARCH 25  Annual Pain McShlonkey Classic

MARCH 26  Sierra Skogsloppet XC Fun Ski Race

MARCH 26  Truckee Rotary’s Chris Matthews Memorial Crab Feed

MARCH 31 - APRIL 2 Winter Wonder Grass

JANUARY 13-20  TCT’s The Wizard of Oz

JANUARY 15  Snowshoe Star Tours

FEBRUARY 24 - 26 World Cup Ski Racing at Palisades Tahoe

FEBRUARY 24 - MARCH 5 North Tahoe Snowfest

MARCH 4  The Great Ski Race

© 2021 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC. All rights reserved.
 (1120-0JP6) SCH4290-10 (9/21)

Talk to Nate Farnell, 
your Branch Leader  
here in Truckee. 
530-448-8038

Your questions  
deserve unscripted  
conversations.

FOR DETAILS AND COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS:  TRUCKEE.COM/EVENTS  
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P L A Y

FOR BACKCOUNTRY ADVENTURES 
Exploring the Sierra wilderness in the quiet wintry forest and away from human activity brings us back into the 
wild. Gaining popularity over the last few years, backcountry skiing and riding lend to a peaceful, exhilarating, 
and sometimes epic experience. When you go with friends, whether just for fun or in celebration of a life event, 
you’ll remember the days with fond memories. Even better is that several overnight huts are dotted throughout 
the winter landscape where skiers and riders can extend their adventure over multiple days, all while being warm, 
enjoying company, and relishing the deep Sierra forest. 

While most overnight huts are already booked for the season, you may be able to snag one if you’re quick to 
find a cancellation. Otherwise, mark your calendars for next season—hut reservations open at various times 
throughout the year, as you’ll read below. 

It’s essential to remember that most huts are only accessible to experienced backcountry skiers and riders who 
are trained in avalanche safety.

If you’re ready to take your backcountry adventures to the next level and are looking for an avalanche course, 
there are several to choose from in the Truckee Tahoe area. Stay safe! Backcountry skiing and riding can be 
incredibly dangerous if you’re not properly trained.

The Sierra Avalanche Center is an excellent resource for avalanche forecasts, snowpack updates, weather, and 
educational offerings. Head to their website and click “Avalanche Education Providers” to find a list of courses near 
you. Learn more at sierraavalanchecenter.org. 

COZY HUTS 



10     |     Truckee.com

Frog Lake Overnight Huts 
Situated in wilderness that was previously inaccessible to the 
public for more than 100 years, the new Frog Lake Backcountry 
Huts, offer a truly wild experience but with modern comforts. The 
huts were recently built by the Truckee Donner Land Trust after 
they and partners acquired the nearly 3,000-acre parcel around 
Frog Lakes for public use in 2020.

The Frog Lake Huts are cozy and accommodating, providing 
LED lighting, a gas stove, sleeping pads for each bunk, outlets 
for charging phones, and hangers for drying wet clothing, 
gloves, hats, and more. The three buildings are divided into 5 
huts. The two halves of the Morgan Family Foundation Hut sleep 
2 each (4 for the whole building), the two sides of the Albert M. 
Rockwood Hut sleep 4 each (8 total for the building), and the 
Ted R’s Hut is one big space, sleeping 8.

Groups will love the Eschenbach Backcountry House, a 
communal building with a fully functional kitchen, fireplace, 
sitting areas, and map room for planning out your adventures. 
This building was originally built in the 1930s out of local 
granite, so visitors will feel like they’ve stepped back in time.  
Reservations for the Frog Lake Huts open in July. Learn more at 
truckeedonnerlandtrust.org/frog-lake-huts.

Claire Tappaan and the Sierra Club Huts 
The Clair Tappaan Lodge, an authorized concessionaire of 
the Sierra Club, offers three rustic backcountry huts near 
Soda Springs and one near Olympic Valley. For those less 
experienced in backcountry skiing, the Peter Grubb Hut 
provides easy access, while the Benson Hut and Ludlow Hut are 
a bit more challenging to reach. Huts are stocked with firewood 
and maintained by volunteers. Reservations open every fall, so 
if you can’t get in this season, mark your calendars for next year! 
clairtappaanlodge.com/backcountry-huts

Bradley Hut 
Originally built in 1957 in Five Lakes Basin in the Granite Chief 
Wilderness as a memorial to Josephine Bradley, the Bradley 
Hut was relocated in the late 1990s to its current location near 
Silver Peak. Tired skiers will enjoy the hut’s wood-burning stove, 
tables, kitchen area, and a sleeping loft. Visitors will enjoy great 
snow in Deep Creek, on the slopes, and in the bowls north and 
west of the hut. There is avalanche danger in the area, so visitors 
should be prepared and knowledgeable before heading out. 

Peter Grubb Hut 
About four miles south, below Castle Peak in Round Valley, the 
Peter Grubb Hut location offers good practice for backcountry 
skiers and riders. It was built in 1938-39 by friends and family as 
a memorial to Peter Grubb. Its accommodations are similar to 
the Bradley Hut, containing tables, a kitchen, a wood-burning 
stove, and a large sleeping loft. Skiers will experience an 800’ 
elevation gain to get there, but once they’ve reached the hut, 
day trips to Paradise Valley, Basin Peak, Castle Peak, and Sand 
Ridge Lake are among many possibilities. 

Benson Hut
After climbing about 1,800′ feet in often treacherous conditions, 
the Benson Hut is a warm and welcoming sight. It was built in 
1947-49 by friends and Sierra Club members as a memorial to 
John P. Benson. It includes tables, a kitchen, a wood-burning 
stove, fold-down bunks, a sleeping loft, and an outhouse. 

Visitors must have prior backcountry experience, especially as 
there are dangerous cornices on the east side of the route. It’s 
tucked in below the north face of Anderson Peak and offers 
incredible views. Avalanches are frequent, so extra caution 
should be taken when heading out. 

Ludlow Hut 
At 7,400’ feet, the Ludlow Hut was built in 1955 by friends and 
family as a memorial to Bill Ludlow. Located near Lost Corner 
Mountain on the west shore of Lake Tahoe, it can be found 
a little more than five miles beyond the Rubicon-McKinney 
trailhead. It can sometimes be challenging to find as it sits back 
from the lake and blends in with the surrounding area. The main 
room has a wood-burning stove, tables, and a kitchen area. 
An upstairs sleeping loft accommodates 15, and a two-story 
outhouse is located 100′ southeast of the hut.

Day trips include Sourdough Hill, Lost Corner Mountain, and 
northern Desolation Wilderness. There are good ski practice 
areas along the shore of Richardson Lake and in Miller Meadows. 

10     |     Truckee.com
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EUER VALLEY WARMING HUTS
If a wintry overnight isn’t quite your thing, Tahoe Donner’s Cross 
Country Ski Center offers several warming huts throughout the 
Euer Valley that are great as Nordic adventure landmarks and for 
taking a quick break. A Tahoe Donner Cross Country day or ski 
pass is required to access these huts in the winter.

Moondance Hut 
At 6,737’, the Moondance Hut is the closest hut to Alder Creek 
Adventure Center in Tahoe Donner at ~1.1 km away and up a 
gradual climb on Pony Express. It’s the most frequented hut on 
the Tahoe Donner Cross Country trail system and where you’re 
most likely to run into friends and neighbors for a chat. It’s also 
the primary hub where skiers can break off to explore Euer 
Valley or make their way up Sundance to check out the views of 
the “Upper Mountain.”

Sundance Hut 
At the top of Tahoe Donner’s XC Ski Center’s “Home Range” 
trails, Sundance Hut is perfectly positioned for a rest break at 
7,048’. Skiers will love glimpses of the beautiful Euer Valley as 
they climb up the Sundance Trail or meander up the rolling Blue 
Square trails to access the hut.

Coyote Hut 
Coyote Hut is easy to miss when you’re looking at the stunning 
views and enjoying the fast, flat skiing of the Euer Valley. Found 
at Coyote Crossing at 6,529’ (the midway point of the 8 km Euer 
Valley Loop), it’s a terrific spot for a sunny picnic lunch or quick 
recharge before cruising through the rest of the valley. A group 
of avid local x-country skiers do an unofficial “Tea and Ski” at the 
hut every March.

Drifter Hut
The most remote hut in Tahoe Donner, Drifter Hut offers  
spectacular views of Donner Lake, Castle Peak, and Upper Euer 
Valley and sits at 7,635 feet. It’s not for the faint of heart, though, 
as it can only be accessed via Black Diamond trails that involve 
long climbs on the way there and steep descents on the way 
back down. If Black Diamond trails are not your thing, you can 
check it out via Johnson Canyon running trails in the summer.

Learn more about Tahoe Donner’s Cross Country Ski 
Center, consistently ranked as one of the top 10 cross 
country ski centers in North America, at tahoedonner.com. 
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E X P L O R E

TRUCKEE:
THE BEST WAY TO APRÈS 

You’ve made your last turns on the hill, and you (and perhaps your group) aren’t quite ready to pack it 
up and head home yet. Hungry, thirsty, and still pumped on an epic ski day, it’s time to après! Whether 
cruising solo, with a partner, group, or with the entire family, find the perfect stop for your craving. Wine, 
beer, craft cocktails, sushi, and more, there’s no better place to après than in Truckee. 
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MOODY’S BISTRO, BAR & 
BEATS
Moodysbistro.com

Who it’s great for: Those who like a classic vibe, jazzy music, and 
unique craft cocktails. 

With its dark, red velvet allure, and classic western-styling bar, Moody’s 
draws a clientele looking for elevated dining in an approachable and 
inviting atmosphere. Don’t miss their incredible craft cocktails, including a 
rotating barrel-aged program created in-house. Their head chef, William 
Burns, has established a namesake for himself with his creative menu 
items, including the fried Tecumseh Fried Chicken Roulade, a modern 
take on chicken and waffles, which is one of the more innovative and 
flavorful dishes you’ll have the pleasure of enjoying. 

Pro tip: If it’s the weekend, don’t miss Moody’s free live music from 
incredible local and regional artists.

Find the perfect stop for your craving.
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FIFTYFIFTY BREWING 
COMPANY
Fiftyfiftybrewing.com

Who it’s great for: Big groups, families, and those who 
love craft beer and a local’s vibe. 

Located outside downtown Truckee in The Rock business 
complex, FiftyFifty Brewing Co. has been pouring its 
award-winning craft beers since 2007. The pub is 
excellent for families heading off the hill, as it’s only a little 
over six miles from Northstar California Resort. Stop by 
for a tasty burger and cold beer after a day on the slopes. 
Try their Half Moon Bay Burger with jalapeño, honey, and 
cream cheese (it sounds weird, but trust us, it’s incredible). 
Rotating draft beer offerings include anything from West 
Coast IPAs to German-style lagers to award-winning 
barrel-aged stouts.

Pro tip: Grab a four- or six-pack of cans to go!

1882 BAR & GRILL 
(RIVER STREET INN)
Riverstreetinntruckee.com 

Who it’s great for: BBQ lovers who enjoy a lively bar scene.

1882 is the only Truckee restaurant with a riverfront bar and 
deck. If the weather isn’t cooperating, step inside one of 
Truckee’s unique and historic buildings built in, you guessed 
it, 1882. You’ll love their house-smoked BBQ goodness, 
like pulled pork and smoked ribs, if you crave meat after a 
day of snow play. They have a full bar, so enjoy an expertly 
crafted cocktail, beer, or a glass of wine to wash it down.

Pro tip: If you’ve got your ski pals with you, try their Sample 
Plate, with your choice of three types of meat and two sides. 

DRUNKEN MONKEY 
Drunkenmonkeysushi.com 

Who it’s great for: Groups who like to chat over 
shared sushi. 

Slide in with your group or ski partner for a unique 
craft cocktail menu, extensive sake selection, 
wine, beer, a creative list of specialty sushi rolls, 
ramen bowls, soups, and more. While their primary 
cuisine is centered around Japanese culture, they 
take inspiration from China, France, and America. 
They believe food is not just to be eaten, it is to be 
experienced.

Pro tip: If you’re rolling solo, grab a seat at the sushi 
bar and chat with the chef. 

An Insider’s Guide     |     13
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THE POUR HOUSE
Thepourhousetruckee.com

Who it’s great for: Wine enthusiasts who like a cozy and 
intimate wine-tasting experience.

The Pour House retail wine shop and tasting bar is tucked 
behind downtown Truckee on Jibboom Street in a small 
building with a ton of historical character. The wine shop 
boasts an incredible selection of wines from all over the 
world and an inspiring assortment of crackers, cheeses, 
chocolates, and more—perfect for pairing with your 
favorite varietal. You’ll love chatting up the owners, either 
Dean Schacter or Christa Finn are usually there pouring 
wine for patrons at their small wine-tasting bar.

Pro tip: If there isn’t room at the bar, purchase a bottle 
or two to go and enjoy après ski in front of a warm fire at 
home. They also have a wine club.

UNCORKED
Uncorkedtahoe.com 

Who it’s great for: Friends who enjoy fine wine in a social
downtown scene.

With multiple locations throughout North Lake Tahoe, 
including Palisades Tahoe, Tahoe City, Northstar (Petra), and 
downtown Truckee, Uncorked is a superb choice for wine 
lovers. Shed the snow pants and ski boots and après the 
wine way with a fun, knowledgeable staff ready to help you 
with your selections. They have a limited menu, so either eat 
beforehand or head upstairs to the Truckee Tavern & Grill 
for an elevated dining experience.

Pro tip: Join the wine club for in-house perks, or sign up for 
a private wine class with a knowledgeable sommelier.

PIANETA RISTORANTE 
Pianetarestauranttruckee.com 

Who it’s great for: Small groups, couples, and individuals who 
love fine Italian cuisine and a warm, cozy vibe. 

Pianeta Ristorante is the local’s choice for high-quality Italian 
dining. The setting is swanky and intimate, making for a 
fantastic date night after schussing down Tahoe’s white, wintry 
slopes. Chef Bill Arnoff specializes in Northern Italian cuisine, 
house-made pasta, and nightly specials. Their full bar includes 
cocktails, beer, and an impressive rotating wine list with 
numerous options from California and Italy.

Pro tip: Make reservations well in advance; getting a table 
without one is difficult. Heading to the bar? Make sure and get 
there when they open at 5:00 p.m., as seats are coveted. 
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BEST PIES PIZZERIA & 
RESTAURANT 
Bestpiespizzeria.com

Who it’s great for: Families, kids, and big groups 

Après with the entire family and enjoy New York style 
pizzas and a diverse selection of other Italian classics like 
calzones, spaghetti and meatballs, and fresh, crisp Caesar 
salads (they make their dressing from scratch, and it’s 
impressive). Adults will love exploring one of Truckee’s 
most diverse selections of whiskeys, which grew, in part, 
by the creation of the Whiskey Society, a club revolving 
around education, exploration, and of course, tasting of 
this unique spirit.

Pro tip: They have a unique selection of fun table games 
to play with the family while waiting for your food to arrive.

THE LODGE 
RESTAURANT & PUB
Tahoedonner.com

Who it’s great for: Families, groups, and friends who love culinary 
excellence in a relaxed mountain setting. 

With an eclectic mix of casual bar-side seating and inviting spaces 
to accommodate the entire family, The Lodge is a favorite après 
ski experience, inviting adventurers to warm up after a long day 
on the Tahoe Donner Downhill Ski Resort, Snowplay area, or 
XC Ski Center. Don’t miss their Braised Short Rib Stroganoff and 
daily specials (menu items subject to change). Their comfort food 
classics will satisfy everyone at the table.

Pro tip: If you’re there on a weekday, don’t miss their great happy 
hour offerings from 4:00-6:00 p.m.

THE GOOD WOLF
BREWING COMPANY 
Thegoodwolfbrewing.com

Who it’s great for: Friends who love small-batch, craft beer.

The Good Wolf Brewing Company is a small-batch craft brewery pub room with 
charcuterie. Located minutes from downtown Truckee and tucked in behind Western 
Industrial Supply on Industrial Way, it’s the secret local’s spot you’ve dreamed of 
finding for après. The Good Wolf features a cozy interior and their hops-forward-forest-
inspired beers flow smoothly after a long day on the slopes. The Good Wolf hosts a 
weekly Wednesday trivia night and you live music on occasion. The Good Wolves 
believe in the power of community - you can find them pouring their beers in support 
of many local fundraisers. It’s a philosophy that carries into the vibe of their taproom as 
well. You can also pick up their brews in cans to go to enjoy for your favorite après activity. 

Pro tip: Great charcuterie selection and cans to go.
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C R E A T E  A  B I G  L I F E

Exploring the East 
Gateway Area
The Gateway area of Truckee has been an important 
throughway for commerce and travel since Donner Pass 
Road to Old Highway 40 was the main route connecting 
California with the east. When you mention Gateway, people 
think of Safeway or Tahoe Forest Hospital and surrounding 
neighborhoods, but the Gateway area starts at the McIver 
Pass I-80 overpass and ends at Coldstream Road. 

Much of Gateway, particularly east of Mountain Hardware 
and Sports, was built in the 1940s. The Town of Truckee is 
embarking on a process to study new housing, economic 
development strategies, and sustainable mobility 
opportunities within the Gateway area. Called Innovate 
Gateway, they are looking to expand housing with 
higher density and more affordable housing and mixed-
use opportunities near job centers, transit, schools, and 
community services in this area. 

Here are some of the many businesses that make up the 
east end of the Gateway area.

Grocery Outlet 
Groceryoutlet.com

A relatively new addition to Truckee, Grocery Outlet first opened its doors in 2020. This 
was no easy feat during a pandemic, but the Parrish family accepted the challenge with 
grit and determination. They’ve created a community-focused discount grocery store 
accessible to everyone. Their “outlet” moniker allows them to procure goods at deeply 
discounted prices that they then pass on to their customers. Owners Ryan and Shannon 
Parrish enjoy giving back to the local community and volunteer at various local events. 
They find this is a perfect way to get one-on-one time with their shoppers. Grocery Outlet 
was awarded the Rising Star award from the Truckee Chamber at the Annual Chamber 
Awards in 2021.

Granite Chief 
Granitechief.com

Granite Chief ski shop is a longtime local’s favorite, with a beautiful 8000 sq ft. 
building, plenty of parking, and friendly staff. Many of the staff have worked at 
Granite Chief for years, some decades. Herb Manning opened Granite Chief 
in a small shop in 1976 and he’s still the owner - one of the few ski shops still 
operating under original ownership. Granite Chief is a full-service ski shop 
offering top-of-the-line ski equipment and skiwear, a full line of rental and 
performance demo skis, and state-of-the-art equipment services. They are 
also a year-round mountain shop. Years of living and working in the mountains 
have made them experts in hiking, trail running, kayaking, camping, and paddle 
boarding. Their winter hours are 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Make a boot-fitting 
appointment or stop in to see their great selection of apparel and footwear - 
everyone will find something they like at Granite Chief. 

DISCOVER ALL 
OF TRUCKEE



Villager Nursery 
Villagernursery.com

What started as a florist in the Gateway area over 
70 years ago blossomed into Villager Nursery, 
providing high-quality plants, tools, and knowledge 
to Truckee-Tahoe plant lovers, gardeners, and 
landscapers. Owners Eric Larussen and Rob 
VanDyke relish the challenge of gardening in our 
harsh climate yet have done so successfully for 
many years. Every starter they sell has been test 
planted a season. They also offer prep and planting 
tips for each season on their website. Whether you 
are a novice gardener or a gifted green thumb, 
the Villager Nursery is ready to help you succeed! 
Check their website for hours of operation as they 
change with the season. 

Charles Schwab, Truckee 
Owned and operated by financial consultant 
Nate Farnell, Charles Schwab in Truckee is 
a local, independent branch of the Charles 
Schwab Financial Institute. Opening in 
December 2017, Nate and his team are 
committed to giving their clients transparent, 
straightforward answers to wealth management, 
investment, and portfolio management 
questions. They offer a digital platform for liquid 
investments and cash solutions with in-person 
customer service and education. Nate enjoys 
the balance and pace of life in the mountains 
while maintaining a professional career. 

Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation 
Ttcf.net

With many programs and initiatives supporting multiple areas of need within our community, the 
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation is a pillar of philanthropic giving. Their five main projects 
and programs impact families, forests, housing, and impact investing. 

A snapshot of projects includes:
Mountain Housing Council: Providing access to diverse, quality, and achievable local housing. This 
work helped the development of 411 affordable/achievable housing units. 

Forest Futures Campaign: identifying, building, accelerating, and scaling solutions for forest 
restoration and management for healthy forests for generations to come. 

Queen of Hearts Women’s Fund: Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation holds an endowment fund 
for the Queen of Hearts Women’s Fund. Funds raised by the women who lead the fund benefit health 
and human services, education, arts and culture, and the 
environment, including recreation and animal services.

Truckee Donner 
Land Trust 
Truckeedonnerlandtrust.org

Founded in 1990, Truckee Donner 
Land Trust (TDLT) is a non-profit 
organization with one mission: to 
“Protect and Enjoy Open Space 
for Nature, for People, Forever.” 
With the help of donors they have 
protected over 40,000 acres of 

space, conserving it for natural resources and opening it up for 
public enjoyment. Once they’ve acquired land, they care for it 
through various stewardship projects, including forest health, 
watershed restoration, and other maintenance to ensure the 
wilderness and trails are available for generations. Most recently, 
the TDLT has been working with the Town of Truckee to finish a 
leg of the Truckee River Legacy Trail, which will eventually connect 
downtown Truckee to the newly acquired Truckee Springs property 
via a footbridge that will span over the river. 
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Northstar California 
A subsidiary of Vail Resorts, Northstar California invests in 
multiple programs and initiatives through the EpicPromise 
Foundation, which gives back to communities and addresses 
their carbon footprint. They’re committed to achieving a zero 
net operating footprint by 2030 as part of their EpicPromise 
Commitment to Zero program. Goals include zero net emissions, 
zero waste to landfills, and zero net operating impact on forests 
and habitats.

How are they doing it? They’re focused on eliminating all single-
use, guest-facing conventional plastic products across all Vail 
resorts, offering disposable food and beverage items like cups, 
utensils, and grab-and-go containers made from plant-based 
and recycled materials that align with regional waste streams so 
they can be composted and recycled.

Their employees and the communities where Vail Resorts 
operate also operate benefit from EpicPromise programs 
and initiatives. They are addressing the most urgent needs 
of mountain communities and supporting their staff with 
emergency relief grants and educational scholarships. Focused 
on four key areas—vulnerable youth, critical community need, 
on-mountain access, and environmental sustainability— Vail 
Resorts gives over $13 million in cash and in-kind support 
to more than 250 nonprofit partners in their mountain 
communities.  Locally, EpicPromise supports an exhaustive list 
of 37 community partners, including Achieve Tahoe, Tahoe 

Truckee Excellence in Education Foundation, Tahoe Rim Trail, 
Family Resource Center of Truckee, Girls on the Run - Sierra, 
Mountain Area Foundation, Tahoe Institute for Natural Science, 
and so many more. 

Northstar allows their employees volunteer time and 
opportunities—they donate more than 20,000 hours of 
company-sponsored volunteer time annually through four 
specific programs. From planting sugar pines in the Tahoe area 
to building trails to stocking food banks, Vail Resorts deploys 
local teams each year to support nonprofit organizations.

Learn more about Vail’s EpicPromise at epicpromise.com. 

While you’re out enjoying powder with your ski 
buddies, local ski resorts are working behind the 
scenes to give back to our community and address 
environmental concerns. Their reach extends 
from supporting local education to programs that 
have provided free passes to underserved youth, 
teachers, and healthcare workers to donating 
funds and ski/ride passes to numerous nonprofits 
and fundraisers. Environmental initiatives are 
ongoing and address carbon output, watershed 
health, and more. 

Local ski resorts care about our local community 
and evironment, and they consistently give back 
through partners, programs, and local events. 

HOW LOCAL SKI RESORTS 
GIVE BACK 
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Palisades Tahoe 
Palisades Tahoe hosts several annual events that benefit local 
nonprofit organizations. The wildly popular Brews, Jazz, and 
Funk Fest with live music and regional brews benefits the 
Humane Society of Truckee Tahoe. This December 31, they 
hosted a Skate for Scotty New Year’s Eve Party Fundraiser in 
memory of Scott Lapp, and raising funds for a safe skate park in 
North Tahoe. 

The ski resort is also the home base for Achieve Tahoe, a local 
foundation that provides opportunities for adaptive winter sports, 
building “health, confidence, and independence” in participants 
experiencing a wide range of disabilities. 

Guests that stay and dine at Palisades Tahoe can opt to add $1 to 
their purchases in support of two local organizations—the Tahoe 
Fund and Truckee River Watershed Council. The program raises 
about $30,000 annually and helped restore the first four miles of 
the Truckee River and remove invasive aquatic weeds from Lake 
Tahoe.

They support youth as well, charging Creekside Elementary a 
mere $1 per year to operate at the base of Olympic Valley, saving 
them thousands of dollars a year. Through SkiDUCK, they help 
“kids in need shred for free.” And like Northstar, they’re part of 
Excellence in Education’s Skiing for Schools program. 

Palisades was the first North American ski resort to ban the sale 
of single-use water bottles, setting the standard for other regional 
resorts. Other environmental efforts include free electric car 
charging stations, the POW Carpool Parking initiative to prevent 
greenhouse emissions, and free mountain public transportation 
through Mountaineer. 

Sugar Bowl / Royal Gorge 
Peak Pledge is Sugar Bowl’s commitment to the environment, 
working to reduce their impact, conserve natural resources, and 
become stewards of the forests. They participated in the National 
Ski Areas Association’s Climate Challenge, which resulted in an 
inventory of their carbon emissions. They formulated a set of 
reduction goals with project plans to help them achieve those 
goals.

After reviewing their resorts’ direct emissions, they found that 
their most significant carbon footprint contributors are diesel 
(used to fuel equipment), propane, and electricity. In response, 
they’ve pledged to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by
the equivalent of thirty metric tons of CO2. They plan to invest in

fuel-saving and energy-efficient upgrades at the downhill resort 
and Royal Gorge. 

Sugar Bowl recognizes the substantial threat of wildfire in our 
region. They are a Firewise community and a member of the 
broader Placer County Fire Safe Alliance. They also partner with 
Wilderness Forestry to clear brush, low tree branches, dense 
tree growth, and other forest fire fuels from the nearby forest. In 
the summer months, they provide subsidized summer housing 
for Great Basin Institute field researchers. They are committed to 
reducing waste, replacing plastic beverage bottles with aluminum 
cans, and providing compostable to-go food containers. Bring 
your own water bottle when you visit, they have seven water 
bottle refill stations scattered throughout the resort. 

They also partner with community organizations, raising funds 
through fun events. The annual Poker Run is an entertaining 
family event, where participants ski and ride in search of Poker 
Chip Stations all over the mountain. Funds raised benefit the 
Excellence in Education Foundation. The Banked Slalom event 
benefits the High Fives Foundation. Other partners include the 
Sierra Avalanche Center and the Tahoe Truckee Community 
Foundation.

Homewood Mountain Resort
While they may be small, Homewood Mountain Resort makes a 
big impact! Their annual Pride Ride is a weekend-long event with 
partners throughout the community that celebrates the LGBTQ+ 
community. In honor of local healthcare workers, they’ve hosted 
free skiing and breakfast opportunities. Other initiatives have 
included free skiing and snowboarding lessons to first-timers, 
and with Excellence in Education they offered free skiing to 
educators in 2021. They partnered with Integrated Environmental 
Restoration Services (IERS) to monitor their watershed and 
publish a guidebook that provides other ski resorts with valuable 
resources in watershed management.

Tahoe Donner’s Giving Fund
Tahoe Donner gives back annually through The Giving Fund. 
Each year, they raise money from homeowners to benefit five 
main areas of interest: arts and culture; education and youth 
development; environment, conservation, and animal welfare; 
health and human services; and scholarships. In 2021, they 
awarded $47,500 in grants that benefited Aim High for High 
School, Arts for the Schools, Sierra Senior Services, Tahoe Food 
Hub, Truckee Donner Land Trust, Truckee Trails Foundation, and 
more. 
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RealTrends 2022
Ranked 230th  

Nationally by Sales Volume

Top1%

of US Realtors

©2022 Corcoran. All rights reserved. Each office is independently owned and operated. Corcoran fully supports the principals of the Fair Housing 
Act. If your property is currently represented by a real estate broker, this is not an attempt to solicit your listing. CA DRE License #01399851 

Alison Elder
Real Estate Advisor, Partner 

530.582.8103
Tahoe@AlisonElder.com

ElderGroupTahoeRealEstate.com

Considering a Property Purchase? Contact Alison Elder Today! 

Live Winter in Truckee-Tahoe 

@TTCFGIVES

BY THE COMMUNITY,

TTCF.NETLEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS AND GET INVOLVED.

FOR THE COMMUNITY Tom
               Kleffman
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OCCUPATION  Financial Advisor

YEARS IN TRUCKEE  32 Years

ORIGINALLY FROM  Born & raised in Truckee

WHY TRUCKEE
I grew up in Truckee learning and seeing firsthand 
what it means to be a part of a community. My 
family loves the outdoors and all that it has to 
offer, that’s what brings us all together in the best 
and worst of times. I’m now raising two incredible 
Truckee kids that are kind and respectful. I credit 
my wife Danielle for teaching and instilling these 
attributes and it’s incredible how this is reinforced 
by the friends we have made over the years here 
in Truckee.

BIG LIFE
Waking up every day knowing that there is a new 
adventure out our backdoor waiting for us!

Tom
               Kleffman

21

Insurance products issued by Principal National Life Insurance Company (except in NY), Principal Life 
Insurance Company®, and the companies available through the Preferred Product Network, Inc. Securities 
and advisory products offered through Principal Securities, Inc. member SIPC. Referenced companies are 
members of the Principal Financial Group®, Des Moines, IA 50392. Tom Kleffman, Principal National and 
Principal Life Financial Representative, Principal Securities Registered Representative, Financial Advisor and 
a member of the Principal® Financial Network. 2619012-122022.
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HOW TRUCKEE TRACKED 
THE FIRST LINES IN
CALIFORNIA WINTER SPORTS 

It’s a common saying in Truckee that those of us who moved here “came for the winter and 
stayed for the summer.” This adage is nothing new—tourists have been flocking to Truckee 
to play in the snow since the first Ice Palace was built here in the late 19th century. While we 
consider ourselves as living in a small mountain town, Truckee-Tahoe’s influence on California 
winter sports is huge. From Norwegian skate skis to the Winter Olympics, from Ice Carnivals to the 
epic ski resorts of today, California owes the origin of winter sports to Truckee.
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THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 
It was the mid-1800s, and miner camps were scattered 
throughout the Sierra. Winters were brutal, with crude miner 
cabins sometimes buried in up to 30 feet of snow. Travel was 
virtually impossible. Supplies and letters from family might not 
reach the snowed-in miners until the springtime snowmelt, that 
is, until John A. “Snowshoe” Thompson answered the call for a 
Sierra mail person. 

From 1856-1869, the so-called “father of California skiing” 
embraced his Norwegian past, delivering mail and supplies 
in the Sierra on his Norwegian ski-skates—oak planks that 
measured up to 15 feet long and could weigh up to 25 pounds. 
These beasts allowed “Snowshoe” Thompson to carry word 
to socked-in mining camps and others through 90 miles of 
sometimes white-out blizzard conditions.

The ski-skates were something to behold, and miners quickly 
picked up on this new—and fun—mode of winter transportation, 
eventually crafting their own Norwegian ski-skates to get to and 
from neighboring camps. It wasn’t long before they tested their 
skills on natural wintry slopes. Often fueled by alcohol, these 
first skiers pointed tips downhill; and they were fast, reaching 
speeds up to 90 miles an hour. Ski clubs and downhill races 
were soon formed in mining camps throughout the Sierra. 
Women were also racing, dressed in the garb of the time—full 
dresses with skirts that reached their ankles. The races were 
raucous and dangerous, and these early longboarding men and 
women were considered the fastest in the world at the time.  

The longboard racing craze of the Sierra was over by the early 
1900s; however, if you want to step back in time to experience 
its thrill, the Plumas Ski Club hosts reenactment races every 
winter. The Historic Longboard Race Revival Series takes place 
every third Sunday of January, February, and March at noon.

While the longboarding miners brought skiing to California, 
Truckee brought a different kind of snowsport culture to the 
Golden State. 

A FIESTA OF THE SNOWS 
When the Transcontinental Railroad was completed in 1869, 
tourists from Sacramento took advantage of winter travel to 
Truckee to behold what they called “the great snow.” Local 
businessmen Charles F. McGlashan and Stewart McKay 
recognized an opportunity in the new influx of winter visitors. 

With the lumber industry declining in 1894, they drummed up 

an idea to build an Ice Palace, hoping it would boost the local 
economy. It worked. The famed Ice Palace housed an ice 
skating course and a 150-foot-long toboggan run. The Truckee 
Chamber of Commerce saw potential in its success. To help 
small businesses in Truckee that suffered economically in the 
winter months, they led efforts to build a more permanent (and 
more extensive) ice palace and concocted ideas for a Great 
Truckee Winter Carnival.

The new Ice Palace was massive, with an ice-skating rink, a 
dance hall, and warm rooms for carnival revelers to rest and 
warm up. In 1914, the “Fiesta of the Snows,” as the winter 
carnival was to be known, was the largest winter festival ever 
held in Truckee. Thousands of people flocked to the small town 
every winter, boosting the economy and eventually attracting 
Hollywood filmmakers, who showed interest in filming the winter 
spectacle. 

This early campaign to use snow play and sports to lift the 
economy marked the beginning of winter tourism in Truckee. 
But it wasn’t just the carnival that brought the masses. There 
was another portion of the festivities happening across the river 
on Hilltop. 

THE HILLTOP JUMPERS
Step into the Cottonwood Restaurant and Bar and behold 
vintage photos of the Fiesta of the Snows and the early 
toboggan lifts that carried sledders uphill on Hilltop. Some 
researchers say that the steam-powered lift on Hilltop, built by J. 
Kirchner, was the first mechanical lift in winter sports in the west 
and possibly the United States. Eventually, two toboggan runs 
carried riders from the top of Hilltop down to the front of the Ice 
Palace.

Local winter sports and the carnival were a spectacle to behold. 
Lights set the town ablaze, adorning the Ice Palace, a Christmas 
tree above the Hilltop toboggan lift, the ice skating rink, dance 
halls, and more. Friends and families would meet at Hilltop 
for parties, play, and winter fun. It wasn’t long before the first 
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Truckee Ski Club (later called the Truckee Outing Club) was 
founded in 1913. 

Truckee was becoming so famous for winter tourism that the 
idea of hosting the 1932 winter and summer Olympic Games 
didn’t sound out of the question. Hilltop grew to meet the needs 
of an Olympic bid. Under the supervision of Lars Haugen (an 
Olympian ski jump champion), a new wooden ski jump was built 
on Hilltop, along with The Pavilion—a warming hut and meeting 
place for the Truckee Ski Club. The Pavilion warmed people 
up with its pot-bellied stove, and the ski club rented out skis, 
toboggans, and other snow gear. Cross-country skiers made 
tracks west of the hill, skiing through what is today known as 
Ponderosa Palisades. 

While Truckee wasn’t selected to host the Winter Olympics 
in 1932, professional ski jumpers still flocked to Hilltop, 
demonstrating their big-air prowess to awestruck onlookers. 

When the Crandall Brothers purchased the land in the 1940s, 
they constructed rope tows and a Poma lift powered by an old 
automobile chassis and motor. The Pavilion eventually became 
a restaurant and remains so today. 

THE BIRTH OF THE CALIFORNIA SKI 
RESORT
Winter sports continued to gain popularity among Northern 
Californians. Toward the end of the 1930s, people traveling to 
Truckee from San Francisco on the Southern Pacific Railroad’s 
“Snowball Express” could take skiing lessons on Donner 
Summit at Clair Tappaan Lodge from two Austrians, Bill and 
Fred Klein. 

Southern California, particularly Hollywood, continued to take 
an interest as well. In October 1938, the Sugar Bowl Corporation 
was formed, and with the help of investors, they made plans to 
build a ski resort in the likeness of those found in Austria. 

Sugar Bowl opened the first California chairlift on December 15, 
1939 to bring skiers up Mt. Disney, named after their famous 
Hollywood investor. Ten years later, a new ski resort opened—
Squaw Valley Resort, LLC. 

Resorts continued to pop up throughout the Tahoe region, 
including the Donner Ski Ranch tubing area in 1953, Heavenly 
Mountain Resort in 1955, Alpine Meadows Ski Resort in 1961, 
Homewood Mountain Resort in 1962, and many resorts opened 
shortly thereafter. Tahoe Truckee was becoming a winter mecca 
for skiers. 

AN OLYMPIC DREAM REALIZED
Truckee didn’t get the Olympic bid in 1932, but the dream of 
hosting a Winter Olympics was finally realized in 1960. While 
Tahoe-Truckee was a popular ski destination in California, the 
area was relatively unknown worldwide, and convincing the 
Olympic panel that Squaw Valley (now Palisades Tahoe) was 
primed for the world games was going to be a difficult feat. But 
Squaw Valley Resort Manager Alex Cushing found success with 
his scale model of the proposed site. They won the bid and 
plans to build more lodging for visitors and athletes began. 

Walt Disney directed the opening and closing ceremonies, 
and events were televised for the first time in the history of 
the Olympic Games. The result was massive growth among 
all area resorts. More lifts were installed, additional snow play 
areas were built, and homes and lodges sprung up over the 
landscape. 

Today, resort expansions continue, as exemplified in Palisades 
Tahoe's new “Base to Base Gondola", connecting Palisades 
Tahoe and Alpine Meadows. However, the future of snow sports 
is uncertain and depends on many factors, including climate 
change, infrastructure plans, the economic climate, and more. 

One thing remains true: Truckee locals love winter. Whether 
it’s kids sledding down neighborhood hills, families enjoying 
weekend ski days, or friends taking turns on lunch breaks, 
Truckee owes its lively winter scene to its festive and sportive 
people of the past. 

Special thanks to Heidi Sproat and Greg Zirbel of Truckee-Donner 
Historical Society for much of the information for this story.

Photos: P. 23 Truckee-Donner Historical Society; P. 24 SNOW 
Sports Museum
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The First Stop on Your Tahoe and Truckee Adventure.

explore

TART

This winter, explore the trails, hit the 
slopes, visit the shops, dine out, and 
leave the car behind.

TART Bus 
Free day and night routes 

serving Incline Village, 

Crystal Bay, Kings Beach, 

Tahoe Vista, Tahoe City, 

Olympic Valley, Truckee, 

and Northstar.

TART Connect 
Free on-demand service in 

North Lake Tahoe and             

Truckee. Download the 

app and start riding today.

TahoeTruckeeTransit.com

ACHIEVE TAHOE o�ers year-round 
adaptive, inclusive recreation programs 
designed to serve people with intellectual, 
sensory, and physical disabilities. We 
strive to serve all ages and all disabilities 
in their individual quest to build health, 
con�dence, and independence through 
outdoor recreation.

Learn more at 
AchieveTahoe.org 
or contact us today at 
530.581.4161 or 
info@achievetahoe.org

IF I CAN DO THIS, 

I CAN DO ANYTHING!
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PROVIDING EXEMPLARY 
ORTHOPEDIC CARE SINCE 1952
On April 14, 1952, Tahoe Forest Hospital saw its very first 
patient—Miss Mildred Culbertson. She was admitted to “one of 
the most modern and thoroughly equipped small hospitals in the 
state” (The Sierra Sun and Truckee Republican, 1953). Prior to this 
first visit, Truckee only had a small building in Brickelltown to treat 
injuries and help the sick. 

Today, the entire Tahoe Forest Health System (TFHS) continues 
to deliver exemplary health care to patients, whether it’s for 
orthopedics & sports medicine, cancer care, behavioral health,  
women and family/OB, wellness services and much more.  The 
health care providers at TFHS Orthopedic and Sports Medicine 
service care for locals and visitors alike, as the region’s high-
quality healthcare provider is situated in one of the largest 
concentration of ski areas in the country. 

Tahoe Forest Health System is well equipped to treat orthopedic 
and many other types of illnesses and injuries. The Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine service line houses specialty-trained physicians, 
physician assistants, nurse practitioners and nurses that provide 
treatment for orthopedic injuries and conditions affecting 
the ankle, elbow, foot, hand, hip, knee, shoulder, and wrist. 
They also offer specialized care in concussion management, 
joint replacement and revision, orthopedic trauma, pediatric 
orthopedics and sports medicine, as well as Iovera focused cold 
therapy treatments, VELYS Robotic-Assisted Knee Replacement,  
and more. 

TAHOE 
FOREST 

HEALTH 
SYSTEM
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New, Cutting-Edge Robotic Technology
Last year, the Tahoe Forest Hospital adopted state-of-the-art 
technology to help with knee replacements. The new VELYS™ 
Robotic-Assisted Knee Replacement is an advanced technology 
that “simplifies total knee replacement surgery and is designed 
to deliver efficiency and optimize patient outcomes. This 
high-level orthopedic innovation is available right here in our 
community, and we’re proud that the equipment was supported 
by the Tahoe Forest Health System Foundation, which strives 
to improve and enhance local access to quality health care.” 
(Summer 2022 letter from Harry Weis, Tahoe Forest Health 
System CEO.)

Natural Cold Therapy
Cold has been used to relieve pain since the days of 
Hippocrates in ancient Greece. Modern cold therapy has been 
around since the 1950s and is a trusted technology for treating 
pain. Iovera, a cold treatment utilized at TFHS, targets specific 
nerves above the knee. It’s excellent for knee surgery recovery 
as it lets the nerves rest while allowing for mobility. In essence, 
Iovera cold therapy stops the affected nerve from sending pain 
signals to the brain. Iovera is a great alternative to oral pain 
medications. 

Wrap-around Orthopedic Care 
Tahoe Forest Health System Orthopedics and Sports Medicine 
service utilizes a variety of programs to ensure patients get the 
kind of whole-body care to get them active again. Whether a 
patient is recovering from surgery or doesn’t require a surgical 
approach, TFHS’s sports medicine, physical/occupational 
therapy and rehabilitation programs set them apart, and they 
coordinate with athletic trainers and student athletes, providing 
on-field care to local athletes throughout the region.  

“It’s highly unusual to have such an immense orthopedic and 
sports medicine program for our size—we have two of the 1,500 
critical access hospitals in the country right here, one in Truckee 
and the other in Incline Village,” says President and CEO Harry 
Weis. 

A New Level III Trauma Center Rating 
TFHS recently received a new health rating to better support 
our growing community. “This means that our emergency 
medicine team has consistently demonstrated their ability to 
provide advanced trauma life support, evaluation, stabilization, 
and diagnostic services, and it allows them to prioritize severely 
injured patients throughout their entire course of care. Our team 
worked very diligently for several years to build the trauma 
program, as we continuously aim to elevate the level of health 
care in our community,” wrote Harry Weis in a letter to the 
community.

An Orthopedic Star Performer
According to its Fiscal Year 2021 Accomplishments, for the 
seventh year in a row, TFHD was “recognized as a Star 

Performer for its achievements and participation in the Own the 
Bone® quality improvement program as highlighted in U.S. News 
& World Report. Own the Bone® Star Performers demonstrate a 
commitment to helping patients understand their risk for future 
fractures and steps they can take to prevent them by achieving 
a 75% compliance rate with at least 5 of the 10 Own the Bone 
prevention measures.”

LISTENING, GROWING,
AND EXCEEDING 
While this story focuses primarily on orthopedics,  TFHS offers 
the community a wide variety of services, programs, and 
state-of-the-art health care to its patients, as well as health 
and wellness classes focused on prevention, and a robust 
behavioral health program.   

“Next to our families, timely access to great healthcare is the 
most precious gift on this earth. We’re honored to be working 
as a team when minutes, seconds, or hours count for patients,” 
says Harry Weis. “I’ve had the privilege of working in healthcare 
leadership for over 45 years, coast to coast. Even if I wasn’t 
the CEO of this health system, just based on my knowledge of 
healthcare across America, this is really one of the most special 
and total comprehensive health system packages I’ve ever seen 
in our country at the critical access hospital level.”

He adds, “We’re always striving to be better and really listen 
to our community to identify healthcare gaps that we can 
potentially fill.” Tahoe Forest Health System is listening and 
working to serve our community’s needs better each year. 

HOW IT ALL STARTED 
In 1917, Dick Joseph, an entrepreneur from Armenia, was 
headed on a train from Sacramento to Colorado. During a 
routine stop in Truckee, he wandered the downtown streets 
and shops. And in that short amount of time, he fell in love 
with the small mountain town. Like many modern-day locals, 
he came to Truckee, saw Truckee, and stayed in Truckee. 

Dick Joseph is a well-known name among Truckee history 
buffs. He built the Gateway Motel and Shopping Center, 
started Manstyle Barbers, and ran the Pastime Club. A family 
man, he and his wife Margaret had a son named Levon, and 
their family was about to get bigger—Margaret was pregnant 
with twin girls. When it was time to give birth, she suffered 
from complications. In those days, Truckee had only a small 
hospital located in Brickelltown, and it wasn’t able to meet her 
needs—she passed shortly after giving birth.  

Dick Joseph believed his wife might have survived if Truckee 
had a full-service hospital. So he took it upon himself to 
resolve the issue, and in 1951 donated the land on which 
Tahoe Forest Hospital now sits. His family continued to give 
generously to finance the new medical facility.

Joseph’s family later donated more land for hospital 
expansion and $100,000 to build a skilled nursing facility. Dick 
Joseph summed up his satisfaction with his role in a single 
sentence: “I love to build things that will carry on,” he said.

THE TAHOE FOREST HEALTH 
SYSTEM DIFFERENCE 
Tahoe Forest Health System stands out from other rural 

hospitals in a few ways:



The How’s 
and Why’s 
of Truckee

BASIC WINTER SAFETY TIPS 
Stock your car. Keep an emergency kit in your vehicle at all times. It 
should include a warm change of clothes, water in a container that won’t 
explode if it freezes, blankets, snacks, jumper cables, a bright flashlight 
or headlamp, and traction devices. Traffic can build up at any moment 
in the winter, especially during a storm. An accident in front of you can 
result in hours of waiting in your car. Make sure your vehicle has a full 
tank and fill spare gas cans for your generator, snow blower, and other 
tools while you’re at it.

Stock your refrigerator. Make sure you have all the food you and your 
family needs before the storm arrives! Town snow plows have an order 
of operations for snow removal, and your street may be a low priority. 
They are required to clear roads for bus access to schools first. You 
may be housebound for a few days, so ensure you have enough food 
well ahead of an incoming weather pattern. Pro Tip:  Shop in the early 
morning, when stores are less crowded. 

Be prepared for power outages. Losing electricity and internet is a 
common occurrence due to downed trees and other complications. 
If you don’t have a generator, stock up on lighting that doesn’t use 
electricity, like candles, flashlights, and lanterns. 

Clear snow berms right away. Even though the plow may have put it 
there, it’s the homeowner’s responsibility to clear it. The longer you wait, 
the more difficult it will be to remove, as the snow hardens quickly. 

Secure trash cans and mailboxes. Place them far enough from the 
street to avoid damage from snow plows. 

Stay on main roadways during a winter storm. Don’t use Google Maps 
to plan an alternative route. More often than not, smaller streets aren’t 
getting plowed, and snowplows and the CHP are busy trying to clear 
main arteries for travel. Trying to find an alternative route can result in 
ending up stuck in a place where there is no cell service, a dangerous 
situation for everyone.

Don’t park on Town roads and right-of-ways. The winter parking ban is 
in effect from November 1 through April 30. This allows for unobstructed 
winter snow removal and ice control operations and prevents damage 
to Town equipment and your vehicle. It is not enough to be behind the 
snow poles—you must park out of the public right-of-way. 

Charge your devices. Keep your phones, computers, and tablets 
charged so you can use them if there is a power outage. Always have 
extra batteries for your radio and flashlights.

Remember your pets! Make sure they have a warm, dry place to rest 
with plenty of food and water. Keep an eye on your pets when they go 
outside if you have a pile of snow on your roof. Dogs (and people) can 
be buried quickly when snow sheds from the roof above. 
Check in on your neighbors. Support each other if you can—help with 
clearing steps, walkways, and driveways. If you have elderly neighbors 
or those with young children, pop over and make sure they have what 
they need. 

If you are medically vulnerable—consider going to a friend or family 
member’s home in a non-impacted community before the next weather 
system or until your power is restored.
 
If there is a medical emergency, call 9-1-1. 

How to Thrive in 
the Middle of a 
Truckee Winter
A sparkling Truckee winter 
wonderland is a thing to behold; 
however, the magic can quickly turn 
into a winter nightmare during a 
cold multi-day storm. Residents and 
visitors may find themselves stuck 
in their homes for days (sometimes 
without electricity), while drivers get 
stuck on roads and highways waiting 
for accidents to clear (sometimes 
for hours on end). Being prepared 
for upcoming winter storm warnings 
can help make all that new powder a 
pleasure and not a emergency. 
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IMPORTANT WINTER RESOURCES 
Emergency Alerts: If you haven’t signed up for alerts, do 
it today! The CodeRED Emergency Alert System is the 
Truckee Police Department and the Truckee Fire Protection 
District’s primary method of communication during critical 
incidents. Register: Online at public.coderedweb.com
By calling 211 or 1-833-DIAL211
By texting ReadyNevadaCounty to 99411 and following the 
prompt

Local Weather Information: Visit the National Weather 
Service at forecast.weather.gov so you know well ahead 
when and where a storm may be hitting. Start planning 
early—get your car and home in order before the weather 
arrives. 

For Road Updates: 

Visit Caltrans Mobile QuickMap at quickmap.dot.ca.gov/
QM/app.htm and download the app for current highway 
closures, collisions, or chain control. Available for Android 
and iOS.

Visit roads.dot.ca.gov for current road conditions from 
Caltrans. For I-80 Road Report - enter 80, Hwy 89 Road 
Report - enter 89, Hwy 267 Road Report - enter 267.

Cable + Radio

• Tune into Cable Channel 6 for important road and 
weather updates

• Use Cable Channel 28 or local and regional weather 
information

• Tune your radios to local FM Radio 101.5 or AM Radio 
1610 AM during an emergency for news and updates. 
It’s a good idea to have a small, battery-powered radio 
on hand so you can be informed during storm power 
outages. 

Please plan ahead, be prepared, check in on neighbors, and 
enjoy the winter season and all its beauty and challenges!
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What's important to you? We can help 
you get there.

Michael R Murphy, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

12020 Donner Pass Rd Suite 102 
Truckee, CA 96161 
530-587-2672

Member SIPC

Manage your 
Truckee Donner 
PUD account from 
anywhere with 
SmartHub. Visit 
tdpud.org or 
download the 
SmartHub app to 
manage your account and sign up for alerts, 
including customized outage alerts.*
• Make and/or schedule payments
• Check your energy and water usage
• Set up text or email notifications for 

outage alerts, payments and emergencies

• Update your contact information

*If you’re already a SmartHub user, make 
sure you’ve verified your mobile number to 
receive outage alerts.
Scan the QR code below for instructions.
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We are seeking loving families interested in  
opening their homes to adoptive and foster children. 
If you can help make a difference please contact us at 

sierrachildandfamilyservices.org.
TRUCKEE OFFICE 
(530) 544-2111
(Lic. 097004206)

OFFICES INCLUDE: 
DIAMOND SPRINGS
JACKSON
SACRAMENTO
SAN ANDREAS
SOUTH LAKE TAHOE
TRUCKEE

Room for 
     one more?

Tahoe City, CA  |  jkaedesign.com  |  530.888.0998

JK E N G I N E E R I N G
ARCHITECTURE



OCCUPATION  President & CEO of the Truckee 
Chamber of Commerce. Archaeologist in a former 
life.

YEARS IN TRUCKEE  4 months as a full-time 
resident! 20 years as a part-time resident.

ORIGINALLY FROM  Napa, California but I 
have lived in Italy, London and Egypt as well.

WHY TRUCKEE  When the announcement 
for the President & CEO position at the Truckee 
Chamber of Commerce came across my desk, I 
knew I had to apply. Truckee has always had a 
special place in my life and over the last few years 
I was starting to really feel a pull to move here 
full-time. I love the pace of life, the people, and 
the opportunity to be so immersed in nature. I am 
looking forward to making this my home for many 
many years to come. 

BIG LIFE  My favorite thing about Truckee is the 
variety. No matter what you like to do you can do 
it in Truckee. Swim, bike, snowboard, ski, kayak, 
hike, paddle board, shop, relax, eat amazing food 
while looking at amazing views…Truckee has it 
all. When we left Napa everyone asked how we 
would survive without wineries and Truckee even 
has that covered! I am looking forward to helping 
this community be the best place it can be and 
enjoying even more of its beauty.
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11836 Donner Pass Road, Truckee
100 Northstar Drive, Truckee
289 Commercial Street, Portola

TRUCKEE HAS COME A LONG 
WAY IN THE LAST DECADE
In looking at the past 10 years in the local real estate market, we have seen continuous growth 
in both median and average sales prices and the average days on the market has pretty 
consistently decreased.

At Dickson Realty, it’s about an elevated experience.  Whether buying or selling, give us a call 
to show you how.
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